A general equation, describing the lowest order corrections coming from quantum gravitational effects to the spectrum of cosmological scalar fluctuations is obtained. These corrections are explicitly estimated for the case of a de Sitter evolution.
Introduction
The effects of quantum gravity are supposed to be very small since they are suppressed by the huge value of the Planck mass. They can become essential in the presence of a strong gravitational field or in the very early universe undergoing an inflationary expansion (see e.g. [1] ). In this letter we would like to study the possible influence of quantum gravitational effects on the spectrum of cosmological fluctuations produced during inflation. Such fluctuations are imprinted in the cosmic microwave background radiation which is one of the main sources of information on the very early universe (see e.g. [2] ). The Born-Oppenheimer (BO) approach [3] has been extensively applied to composite systems such as molecules, which involve two mass, or time, scales. Such an approach has also been suggested for the matter-gravity quantum system where one expects matter to follow semiclassical gravity adiabatically (in the quantum mechanical sense) [4, 5, 6] . The plausibility of such an approach relies on the fact that the mass scale of gravity is the Planck mass which is much greater than that of normal matter. The above is also related to the semiclassical emergence of time in the mattergravity quantum system, indeed this has been studied in a mini-superspace model during inflation [4] . Conditions were found for the usual time evolution of quantum matter (Schwinger-Tomonaga or Schrödinger) to emerge, essentially these are that non-adiabatic transitions (fluctuations) be negligible or that the universe be sufficiently far from the Planck scale. The scope of this note is to illustrate quantitatively the possible effects of the non adiabatic transitions on the power spectrum associated with cosmological fluctuations. To this end we begin with the following reduced action:
where M P is the Planck mass and we consider a homogeneous metric ds
. This action has been obtained from the usual Einstein action with a minimally coupled scalar field φ( x, η) and a potential V (φ). The Einstein action is evaluated for a general metric, including the scalar metric perturbations and in the uniform curvature gauge. The scalar field is expanded as φ( x, η) = φ 0 (η) + δφ( x, η) and terms up to the second order in the perturbations are kept in the total action. The first order contributions can be eliminated by using the equations of motion for the homogeneous parts. Variation with respect to the two remaining metric perturbations and δφ lead to three equations, two of which can be used to eliminate the former in terms of the scalar field perturbation. One then has the Friedmann equations with the back reaction part coming from the scalar field and an equation of motion just for δφ. These equations can be obtained directly from the reduced action (1) where, instead of δφ, we have introduced v ≡ aδφ (with v k its Fourier mode, henceforth we shall omit the index i), which is the gauge-invariant Mukhanov variable [7] in the uniform curvature gauge and z ≡ φ ′ 0 /H where ′ ≡ d/dη with H the Hubble parameter. Let us note that z ′′ /z can be expressed in terms of the scale factor and its time derivatives. The quantization of our system will lead to fluctuations about solutions of the classical equations of motion. We now observe that in obtaining the reduced action (1) we have at most kept terms to quadratic order in the field and metric perturbations (v k ). Therefore, since quantum fluctuations around z ′′ /z ≡ −m 2 (η) occur already multiplied by small field perturbations we shall just retain for it its classical homogeneous value. In the next section we write down the Wheeler-De Witt (WDW) equation, obtain the expression for the vacuum quantum state of the gauge-invariant scalar fluctuations and derive the general equation to describe the quantum gravitational lowest-order corrections to the spectrum of the cosmological fluctuations. In Sec. III this equation is applied to the case of the de Sitter expansion and we make some concluding remarks. 
where ω
, which can be rewritten as
where we have performed a BO decomposition of the WDW wave function Ψ into a gravitational part ψ and a matter part χ. The latter can be further
One then follows the same procedure as previously employed [4, 5, 6 ] obtaining a first set of coupled equations
where
with v 0 = φ 0 , Ô = χ|Ô|χ and each mode is individually normalized
If one now multiplies both sides of Eq. (4) byχ i ≡ j =iχj and contracts over all v j (j = i) one finally projects out a single Fourier component
On taking the semi-classical approximation to the gravitational wave-function equation (3) becomes
and Eq. (6), on defining |χ k s ≡ e
where Ô s ≡ s χ k |Ô|χ k s and ǫ ≡ 1 2M P 2 . The operatorΩ k has the following form:
The operator on the r.h.s. of Eq. (8) 
Its solutions can be generated by the linear invariant operatorÎ which satisfies the equation
where the subscript k and the label (M) have been removed and will henceforth be omitted. The linear invariant can be written in terms of the Ermakov-
with
and Θ = η dη ′ ρ 2 . The Bunch-Davies vacuum |vac is annihilated byÎ (Î|vac = 0) and excited states are created byÎ † acting on the vacuum [4] . In the coordinate representation the properly normalized vacuum is v|vac = 1
Instead, when quantum gravitational effects are taken into account, one must solve the integro-differential equation (8) which is an extremely difficult task.
We are interested in the spectrum of the scalar fluctuations which can be calculated from the two-point function
and can be compared with observations. The vacuum |0 s satisfies the full equation (6) and should reduce to the BD vacuum in the short wavelength regime. Instead of trying to solve (8) and then calculating the power spectrum, one can find the differential equation for the spectrum p by iteratively differentiating the two-point function and using the commutation relations. The evolution of the vacuum is explicitly given by
with Ô 0 ≡ s 0|Ô|0 s and g(η) = 1 2M P 2 a ′2 . The evolution of the two-point function can be now calculated by differentiating (15) w.r.t. η and using (16). The first derivative of p w.r.t. the conformal time is i dp dη
Let us note that g is a real function and F and Gv2 are then purely imaginary functions of η by construction. The subscriptv 2 in (19) indicates that the function G depends on η and on the operatorv 2 . The commutator in the expression (17) is v 2 ,Ĥ = i {v,π}. In a more compact form Eq. (17) can then be written as
where R contains the quantum gravitational effects and is defined as R(Ô) = Ô 0 F (η) + GÔ(η). The above expression can be differentiated once more w.r.t. η and takes the following form
and, in analogy with (17)
The commutator in the expression above becomes {v,π} ,Ĥ = 2i (π 2 − ω 2v2 ) and (21) can be then rewritten as
On then calculating the derivative of Eq. (23) we finally obtain:
and
Equation (24) finally becomes
The solution of the homogeneous equation is ρ 2 /2 where ρ is the ErmakovPinney variable [9] . The remaining terms describe the quantum gravitational effects on the evolution of the power spectrum. Let us note that for a Hermitian operatorÔ, R(Ô) is a purely imaginary function of η. Therefore the quantum gravitational contributions in (27) are real. Again solving the integro-differential equation (27) exactly is complicated but its very structure is suitable for a perturbative approach, at least to first order in 1/M P 2 . Given the precision of the present status of cosmological observations, the first order solution is sufficient in order to seek quantum gravity effects by comparison with the data. The perturbed solution of (27) can be obtained by estimating all the terms which contain R(Ô) perturbatively by using the vacuum state of the unperturbed evolution (14). This is sufficient to obtain the quantum gravitational corrections to order 1/M P 2 . For a general background the effects of quantum gravity can then be written in terms of ρ 2 , namely the solution of the homogeneous equation, or equivalently in terms of p itself which coincides with ρ 2 /2 to order 1/M P 2 . Then Eq. (27) has the following form:
2 dp dη + 2 dω
The explicit form of this equation represents the main result of this letter. Such an equation may be used in the following way: i) one first chooses a classical background evolution obtaining a particular form for ω and g; ii) one then solves the unperturbed Eq. (28) (i.e. the equation without the terms proportional to 1/M 2 P ), choosing the integration constants so as to have p = 1/2k in the short wavelength limit. One then substitutes the chosen solution of the homogeneous equation into the terms proportional to 1/M 2 P and finally solves the resulting inhomogeneous equation for p.
Application to de Sitter and Conclusions
In viable single field inflationary models one has an evolution of cosmological perturbations based on the slow-roll paradigm. One then has a quasi de Sitter expansion, small slow-roll parameters, a nearly flat spectrum and a finite amplitude of scalar fluctuations. For such a case, in order to illustrate the main effects of quantum gravity on the spectrum it will be sufficient to neglect slow-roll parameters, that is just consider a pure de Sitter expansion. When H = const, one has ω = k 2 − 2 η 2 . The solution of Eq. (13) compatible with the short wavelength flat spacetime limit is ρ DS = 1 k
Eq. (28) takes the very simple form:
The full solution for p is
To reproduce the solution ρ DS in the absence of the quantum gravitational effects one must choose C 3 = C 2 = 0 and C 1 = 1/2k. In the long wavelength limit (−kη → 0) the solution (30) leads to the final result for the spectrum
where γ E is the Euler constant. We observe that the quantum gravitational correction leads to a running of the spectral index. The running is negative and leads to less power for large scales. This is in qualitative agreement with Planck results [2] . To summarize, we obtained a general equation, describing the lowest order corrections to the spectrum of the cosmological scalar fluctuations coming from quantum gravitational effects and then estimated these corrections explicitly for the case of a de Sitter evolution. The influence of the quantum gravitational effects on the spectrum of fluctuations was considered recently in papers [10, 11] . The difference between the approach used in these papers and our approach is actually discussed in the Appendix of paper [11] . The crucial point is that we follow a decomposition of the total wave function in a purely gravitational and a matter part as is done in traditional BO approaches and retain the r.h.s. of the resulting equations. This corresponds to including the fluctuations due to non-adiabaticity associated with quantum gravitational effects. Further we note that our use of the gauge-invariant variables is necessary to study in a self-consistent way both the scalar perturbations of the metric and the scalar field fluctuations. In our approach, as previously pointed out [5] , the unitarity problem never arises. The detailed explanation of our method and its application to other backgrounds will be presented elsewhere [12] .
